2 80

Frederick the Great

[1757-1759

would scarcely know me again/' Frederick wrote to
Voltaire. " I am old, broken, grayheaded, wrinkled.
I am losing my teeth and my gaiety." Yet this de-
jected veteran alone kept together the Prussian army.
That army was the sole bulwark of the State. If
Frederick had in truth lost health, skill, and fortune,
what hope was left to Prussia?

